Related literature
For related structures containing the diphenic acid anion, see: Wan & Zhang (2003) ; Vodak et al. (2001) ; Chui et al. (2001) ; Fernandes et al. (2001) ; Trombe et al. (2002) ; Xu et al. (2003) ; Nie et al. (2001) ; Sun et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 14 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
In all types of carboxylic acids, diphenic acid is widely used in the construction of coordination polymers due to their capability of acting as bridging and chelating ligand in various coordination modes (Wan & Zhang, 2003) . Much interest has been paid to the preparation of metal aromatic carboxylates under hydrothermal conditions (Vodak et al., 2001; Chui et al., 2001; Nie et al., 2001; Sun et al., 2001; Fernandes et al., 2001; Trombe et al. 2002; Xu et al. 2003) . Recently, we have prepared the title compound and report here its crystal structure.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound consists of a [Zn (C 12 . A large amount of yellow crystals formed, which were collected by filtration, washed with water, and dried in air.
Refinement
The water H atoms were located in a difference map and their positional parameters were refined with O-H distances restrained to 0.85 (3) Å. The remaining H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding, with C-H = 0.93 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.2U eq (O). The components of the displacement parameters in the direction of the C31-C32 bond were restrained to be equal.
sup-2 sup-3 (2) Symmetry codes: (i) x+1, y, z; (ii) x, y+1, z; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (iv) −x+1, −y+2, −z+1.
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